
“          ”

2024 

~ Emily Dickinson



Project Safe is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization working to end 
domestic violence through 
prevention and educational 
programs, crisis intervention, 
ongoing supportive services for 
survivors of domestic violence and 
their children, and systems change 
advocacy in our community.

Work described in this report was 
supported in part by subgrant 
X24-8-035 awarded by the state 
administering office for the Domestic 
Violence Grant program. The 
opinions, findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations expressed in this 
publication are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the state or the Criminal 
Justice Coordinating Council.

Dear Friends,

I’m pleased to share Project Safe’s 2024 Annual Report. Our theme is Hope, the 
ever-present song that chimes and chirps 
through every facet of Project Safe. 

I see Hope in survivors, their children, and 
their goals. They continue to rebuild their 
lives, even after the painful setbacks abuse 
can cause. Abusers combine physical, 
verbal, mental, sexual, financial and more 
types of abuse together to viciously gain 
and maintain control, with no regard to the 
damage it does to the victim. But survivors 
are strong.

It takes a tremendous amount of courage 
to call a hotline, enter a shelter, meet with 
an advocate or even to admit that you 
need a helping hand. When we as an 
organization offer help to survivors, we hear that soft song of hope within them. 
No matter how hard an abuser might try to convince them otherwise, they 
believe they deserve better than the abuse they’ve braved, and we believe 
that everyone deserves to feel safe in their home and safe in their relationships. 
–Joan Prittie

In August, 2024 Joan was appointed to the 
Georgia Commission on Family Violence by 
Governor Brian Kemp.

“‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers That perches in the soul.”

Migrating Through Lessons of Hope

2024 Board of Directors
Tradd Harter, Chair
Jean Mullis, Secretary
Adam Fouche, Treasurer
Holly Tally
Dawn Clarke
Thomas Kadri
Jeff Clark
C.R. Chisholm
Julia Richardson
Joan Prittie

Associate Director Tangela Ferguson holds the 
Friend of Panhellenic Award, which we were 
proud to receive in 2024 from our partners at 
Alpha Chi Omega.



Soaring to Greater Heights and Services

Project Safe is committed to evaluating the efficacy of our services. These 
outcomes are self-reported by clients on anonymous surveys turned in 
upon the conclusion of services.

85% achieved their safe housing goals
66% achieved their employment goals
95% achieved their other goals
94% reported they increased their knowledge of community resources
99% reported they learned strategies to enhance their safety

In 2024…
3399 Hotline Calls Answered
124 Survivors Sheltered
26 Clients in Transitional Housing
767 Outreach (Non Sheltered) Clients Served
10 Pets Housed

“And sings the tune without the words” 1
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Building a Birdhouse

Ongoing Supportive Services

We acquired a new Transitional Housing 
Unit in 2024. Transitional Units are for families 
that need ongoing support after exiting our 
shelter program. These fully furnished homes 
offer more privacy and independence, but 
still allow families to work with our shelter and 
children’s advocates for supportive services 
while they work to rebuild their lives.

Project Safe offers many services to help 
survivors heal from their pain and trauma. One 
of our newer offerings is a support group called 
Autonomously Empowered for incarcerated 
women who have experienced domestic 
violence. The group aims to equip those 
attending with knowledge and skills to make 
positive life decisions freely and independently, 
and members have shared that this learning 
community is something they’ve needed for a 
long time.

Autonomously Empowered

“It makes me look back 
on my life, and it gives 
me something to look 
forward to changing in 
the future.” 

– incarcerated survivor

One of our THI units

Legal advocate Tiara McRae facilitates the group at 
A-CC Jail

“And never stops at all,”
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Early Bird Gets the Worm

“And sweetest in the gale is heard;”

Systems Change Advocacy

In addition to our work with clients, Project Safe 
works to improve larger systems at the community 
and state levels to better protect survivors and hold 
abusers accountable.

Our newly formalized High Risk Team is a 
multidisciplinary collaboration that brings together 
advocates, law enforcement and others to 
address the most dangerous and complex cases of 
domestic violence. After identifying high risk cases, 
a Project Safe advocate and detective go to the 
scene to follow up with the survivor, build rapport, 
and offer services. Research shows that the more 
complicated, controlling, and severe the abuse, 
the less likely a victim will contact an organization 
for help. However, over two thirds of survivors who 
meet face to face with HRT advocates on scene 
continue to work with Project Safe. 

We also have increased our outreach efforts 
in Madison County. Our Rural Advocates Tiara 
McRae and Melissa Balta have been hard at work 
providing services to rural survivors. Melissa 
Balta has been working with law enforcement, 
court officials, and attorneys to establish a High 
Risk Team in Madison. Stay tuned in August of 
2025 for the opening of our new Thrift Store in 
Danielsville to complement these efforts!

High Risk Team advocate Brittney Potter 
and detective
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Spread Your Wings

Crisis Intervention Services

Our shelter has made numerous security improvements to increase the safety of our 
residents’ stays. We now have installed backup generators in case of emergency power 
outages, so that our alarm system, door locks, and surveillance systems can keep running, 
no matter what. We installed more cameras around the shelter property, as well as monitors 
in more locations throughout the shelter so residents and staff alike can see who is outside. 
We also have increased our budget for security equipment for clients not in shelter. We 
offer security bars, ring cameras, and other items to help survivors feel safer in their homes.

“And sore must be the storm”

A survivor’s escape to freedom
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Wise as an Owl

Superheroes Camp is offered to children in our shelter and outreach office to learn about healthy 
relationships and coping skills over the summer. Studies show that enriching and fun experiences 
can help trauma survivors heal, and our staff goes above and beyond to offer children those 
opportunities. This year, they went to Rush Trampoline Park for dodgeball games and trick flips, had 
a fin-tastic time with a pool visit and ended with a cookout and Field Day. They also had a support 
group each morning, where they talked about boundaries, safety plans, and self-care. Our staff 
members even set up a buffet of prize boxes with books, stuffed animals, fidget toys and trinkets for 
kids to make their very own self-care boxes. 

Artistic expression can help help kids 
work through traumatic experiences.

“That could abash the little bird”

Healing Through Fun
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Nest Egg

“That kept so many warm” 

Fiscal Year 2024 Revenue

Fiscal Year 2024 Expenses

For the 13th year in a row, Project Safe was named a top-rated nonprofit 
by Great Nonprofits!
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Feathers in Our Cap

“I’ve heard it in the chillest land,”

Safer Together

Pets are often a target of abusers. 71% of survivors entering a shelter report that their 
abusers had targeted their pet at some point. Pets are part of our family, and over 25% 
of survivors have reported staying in their abusive relationship to keep from leaving their 
beloved pets behind.

After months of construction and renovation, our shelter is now the pet-friendliest we 
can be. A fresh coat of scrubbable paint and new LVP bedroom flooring means we can 
easily house people and their pets inside the shelter. We also upgraded our pet yard. We 
have climate-controlled kennels for when residents need to go to work or leave shelter 
for the day, and turfgrass installed outside for furry friends to play in. In 2024, Project Safe 
housed 10 pets.

“Woof woof!” 
-former PSI client after receiving a belly-rub from an advocate
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Birds of a Feather Flock Together

“And on the strangest sea;”

INDIVIDUAL DONORS: 
(Donors listed here contributed $500 
or more in FY or calendar 2024)
ABDULWAHAB & NAOMI ALHAROUN
GILLES ALLARD
TD AMERITRADE
ANONYMOUS
DR SCOTT & KELLY ARDOIN
ANN BASCLE
PATRICIA BELL-SCOTT
ANITA BLASCHAK
RICHARD WARNER & JODY BOLING
SUZANNE BOURGEOIS
NICK & MIM BOURKE
MARY ANN BOURKE
MELANIE BRADFORD
KATHARINE BULLOCK
DARRELL & TAMMY BURT
SARAH CACCISTORE
MADDIE CAMPBELL
TODD CAMPBELL
EMILY CARR
ANDY CASE
MATT CHAMBERS
CHERI CHERRY
JENNY COLEMAN & DAVID SHIPLEY
JOANNE CONO
CAROLYN DALUSKY
ELIANA DAVIS
CHRISTOPHER & STEPHANIE DOERR
GINGER DUENSING
PHILLIP & JANINE DURDEN
DEBRA EBERHARD-MOHNEN
RUSSELL EDWARDS
JEFFREY & REBECCA ENGEL
JUNGUN EVANSUN
KARYLL FAUCHER
TANGELA FERGUSON
HEATHER FLETCHER
MELANIE FORD
ADAM & MACIE FOUCHE
TAMMY GILLAND
AMANDA GIORDANO
CARL & SARA GLICKMAN
MEGAN GOLDEN
KAREN & BRAD HANKINS
GREG HART
C. TRADD HARTER
JORDAN HILL
STEVE & MELANIE HOLLIS
STEPHEN HORTON
ROB HOYT
CAMPBELL J NAIRN III
FRED STEPHENSON JR
THOMAS KADRI
TAMMY KEMPER
JANE KIDD
JOSHUA KOONS
JAMIE KREINER
PAUL & CAROL KURTZ
JOHN & CHRISTINE LANGONE
ELIZABETH LEVINE
WILL & JENNIFER LINDSTROM

JOHN LINGARD
BLAKE LOEPP
LYNDA LOTT
DAVID & DAWN MEYERS
NISHITA MORRIS
TERRY NESTOR
EMILY NICHOLOS
MARGARET NORRIS
BRIAN OLSON
RICHARD & MARCIA PAGE
RUTH POPROSKI
JOAN PRITTIE & SANDY BERRY
JOHN & LISA PRITTIE
JULIA & WHIT RICHARDSON
TIMOTHY ROBERTS
GAYLE ROGERS
DEAN & KATHLEEN ROJEK
PHILIP RUSSELL
JUNE SANDERS
JERRY & SARAH SHANNON
CHRIS SLAY
ALLISON SMITH
REGINA SMITH
SUZANNE SPERLING
ZOLINDA STONEMAN
CYNTHIA SUVEG
HOLLY & WILLIAM TALLY
GWEN TURNER
CATHARINE TYSON
AMY WAGES
CLARA WALN
RICHARD & JODY WARNER
PAULA WHITING
FREDERICK & PAT WIEGERT
JAMES & MARGARET WILLIAMSON
MICHAEL WORTH & CERI WRANOSKY
JOAN YANTKO
DORIAN ZEVOS

CHURCH, BUSINESS, ORGANIZATION
         & FOUNDATION DONORS:
ALPHA CHI OMEGA FOUNDATION INC
AOGF
ARBY’S AES COMPANIES
ASHFORD METHODIST CHURCH
ATHENS AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
ATHENS ROAD RUNNERS
ATLANTA RAG COMPANY LLC
BOWEN FAMILY CHARITABLE FUND
CABLE EAST INC
CAROLYNS COMMUNICATIONS
CHAPELWOOD UMW
CHUCKS FISH ATHENS
CLASSIC CITY ROLLER GIRLS
CLASSIC CITY ORTHODONTICS, LLC
CLASSIC CITY PILOT CLUB OF ATHENS
CLASSIC CITY CREAMERY LLC
CLASSIC CITY ORTHODONTICS PC
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
DACHOLVI GROUP
DEPT OF PUBLIC HEALTH CORP
ELEVATE WEALTH ADVISORY

ERIKA LEWIS FAMILY FUND
FIDELITY CHARITABLE GIFT FUND
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ATHENS
GIVE BACK REAL ESTATE
GWINNETT LUMBER REMANUFACTURING INC
HOLIDAY BENEVOLENCE MARKET
JACKSON EMC 
JAMES E. HUFFER & BETTY J. HUFFER FOUNDATION
JOHNSON & JOHNSON
KELLY FAMILY CUIDIU FOUNDATION
KENDRA SCOTT
KIDD FAMILY TRUST
KIRBY SMART FOUNDATION
KOONS ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
LAW OFFICE OF WILLIAM M.OVEREND P.C.
LAWRENCE & MORRIS FAMILY FUND 
LEE NELSON WEEKS CHARITY FUND
MARTI SCHIMMEL MEMORIAL FUND
MCKENNA ARCHIBALD FUND
MCLEROY FAMILY GIVING FUND 
META FACEBOOK
MORGAN STANLEY C/O CYBERGRANTS INC
NGCUMV CENTRAL EAST DISTRICT
NORTH OCONEE HIGH SCHOOL
TAQUERIA LA PARRILLA
PAYPAL GIVING FUND
PHIL HUGHES HONDA
PIEDMONT ATHENS REGIONAL MED CTR
PRITTIE BERRY GIVING FUND
RED DRESS
REGIONS BANK
ROBINS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
SILVER & ARCHIBALD LLP
STUDENT  BAR ASSOCIATION
SWS ENTERPRISE INC
TAZIKIS RESTAURANT
THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
THE QUICK FAMILY
THE PEARLS GIRLS LLC
THE HARRIS FOUNDATION
THE BLACKBAUD GIVING FUND
THE NEWLAND FAMILY FOUNDATION
TRINITY ACCOUNTING GROUP
TUCKSTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
TURNER FAMILY FOUNDATION
ULM FAMILY FOUNDATION
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF ATHENS
WELLS FARGO FOUNDATION

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
Athens-Clarke County 

(5%, ARPA Homelessness, Community 
Partnership Program)

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
(Victims of Crime Act, Violence Against 
Women Act, Family Violence Prevention 
& Services Act, State of Georgia Domestic 
Violence Grants)

U.S. Department of Housing & Urban 
Development



Swan Songs

Community Events
Project Safe hosts several events throughout the year to increase awareness 
of our impact and raise funds for our mission while bringing together a wide 
cross section of the community. 

Through an Open Window is a community 
painting project that showcases the artistic 
expression of people whose lives have been 
touched by domestic violence.

Dancing with the Athens Stars has fueled Project Safe’s growth, netting $1.7 million dollars 
toward our mission.

“Yet, never, in extremity, It asked a crumb of me.”

The 20th annual Groovy Nights retro lip sync battle and disco celebrates the era of Project Safe’s and the 
domestic violence movement’s formation.




