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“For man is man and master of his fate…”Idylls of the King, Alfred Lord Tennyson

Dear Friends,
am pleased to share Project Safe’s 2025 Annual Report. Our 
theme is Empowerment, a guiding tenet that shapes the foundations of 

trauma-informed care, working with survivors, and helping survivors shape 
their own futures.

For a survivor to rebuild their life after abuse, they must go on a 
hero’s journey of empowerment to reclaim what is rightfully theirs: choice, 
autonomy, freedom. That is a battle that is not necessarily easy to win 
after being told countless times that they would not, nor could not do it. 

One of our advocates once said in a staff meeting that “People do not 
rise to low expectations.” We set up frameworks for survivors to get their 
first job after never being permitted to leave the house unsupervised. We 
help survivors build their own businesses, find their own homes, and how 
to reconnect with friends and family after being isolated for so long. We 
hand them the tools they need for their quest so that they may once more, 
master their own fate.

But Project Safe continues to set new expectations for itself. We increased 
breadth and depth of service provision, clients reached, training protocols, 
presentations given, and continue a long legacy of firsts and leadership 
in Georgia Domestic Violence Advocacy. We will continue on our own 
journey of empowerment for ourselves.
                                         Joan Prittie

Work described in this report was 
supported in part by subgrant 
X25-8-035 awarded by the state 

administering office for the Domestic 
Violence Grant program. The 

opinions, findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations expressed in this 
publication are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the state or the Criminal 

Justice Coordinating Council.
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Project Safe is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit 

organization working to 
end domestic violence 

through prevention 
and educational 
programs, crisis 

intervention, ongoing 
supportive services for 
survivors of domestic 

violence and their 
children, and systems 
change advocacy in 

our community.
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Project Safe served 2001 clients in 2025, answering 2592 hotline 
calls, sheltering 131 people and 15 pets, serving 887 survivors in 
outreach, and 35 in longer term housing

Project Safe is committed to evaluating the efficacy of our services. 
These outcomes are self-reported by clients on anonymous surveys 
turned in upon the conclusion of services.“I could not have 

gotten through 
this without 
Project Safe” 

-former client

Battle Stats
In February 2025, Project Safe was honored as the 2024 
Nonprofit of the Year by the Athens Area Community 
Foundation which “recognizes and rewards nonprofit 
organizations in Athens-Clarke, Barrow, Greene, Jackson, 
Madison, Oconee, and Oglethorpe counties that promote 
excellence in leadership, management, innovation, 
collaboration, and impact.” 

We were joined by the Small Business of the Year, Kaptiv8, 
who later reached out to donate their services including a 
new website and refresh of our logo. The new logo reminded 
us of a purple knight, and we draw inspiration in this 
report and our work from the epic poems and heroic tales of 
courage and service.

In 2025In 2025…
98%98%  reported they increased their knowledge of community resources
98%  98%  reported they learned strategies to enhance their safety
89%89%  achieved their safe housing goals
59%59%  achieved their employment goals
94%94%  achieved their other goals

“We celebrate an organization whose impact is often unseen, yet undeniably 
powerful...For nearly 50 years, @projectsafeinc has been a beacon of hope 
for survivors of domestic violence, providing emergency shelter, pioneering 
innovative programs, and advocating for policies that protect families. Join 
us in celebrating Project Safe, a nonprofit that is saving lives, changing fu-
tures, and refusing to settle for anything less than a world without violence.”

--Athens Area Community Foundation award announcement
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Our Children’s Advocate hosts weekly children’s support 
groups at the shelter. The programs vary in their emphasis 
based on the ages of the participants, but all use the 
restorative power of play to help children staying in shelter 
navigate through the feelings and changes that come from 
having to uproot their lives so young. And throughout 2025, 
parents started a surprising and heartwarming trend-
bringing their children back to shelter so their children can 
continue learning and finding support. What a testament 
to our staff, volunteers, interns, and facility (including a 
playroom and playground)!

Protecting the Young
Ongoing Supportive Services

 “Thank you so much for doing this for 
my child. You guys have been one of the 
best things to happen to her!”

--current client



3

Law of the Land

In addition to our work with clients, Project 
Safe works to improve larger systems at the 
community and state levels to better protect 
survivors and hold abusers accountable.

2025 brought two big wins for survivors 
in Georgia law. The Survivor Justice Act 
changes the way cases of victims of family 
violence who are charged with crimes 
connected to that abuse are handled in 
court. Incarcerated survivors in Georgia 
are already having sentences reconsidered, 
reflecting the development in how our 
legal system views and understands the 
dynamics of abuse. 

HB177 explicitly provides for care and 
custody of household pets in family violence and 
dating violence temporary protective orders. Pets 
are commonly threatened by abusers in order to 
control survivors, so providing legal protections for 
pets is another advancement in the legal system in 
combating abuse. Project Safe has been a leader in 
our movement in creating pet friendly services and 
facilities while educating the public about the link 
between pet abuse and intimate partner violence. 
Following passage of the bill, Joan Prittie served on a 
team of four attorneys who drafted new TPO forms 
for statewide use.

Systems Change Advocacy

Recording the vote to pass the Survivor Justice ActRecording the vote to pass the Survivor Justice Act

“The staff has been beyond kind and 
generous. I am truly grateful for the love 
and kindness shown to me and my fur baby 
when we needed it most.”

--former shelter resident
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So Sang the Knighthood
Rhythm of the Steeple People

Organized by percussionist and longtime Project 
Safe supporter, Eddie Glikin, more than 3 years 
of work culminated in the release of the Rhythm 
of  the Steeple People. The CD contains 27 original 
songs composed by Athens drummers and 
percussionists. 

The Steeple People Band along with Five Eight, The 
Bad Ends, and the Granfaloons performed over 
20 of those songs at the CD release party at the 
legendary 40 Watt in April. 

Funds raised at the release party helped support 
our work in 2025, and Project Safe continues to 
benefit from sales of the album which can be 
purchased at this link:

https://thesteeplepeople.bandcamp.com/
album/rhythm-of-the-steeple-people-2
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Training the Next Knights
Prevention and Education
Our Breaking Silence team was quite busy in 2025, 
bringing multiple educational groups and ambassador 
programs to schools in our service area, as well as 
operating Georgia’s official statewide dating violence 
textline. In 2025, they provided services through 200 
textline conversations. They had 119 youth presentations, 
and reached 5,620 people. Additionally, the team has 
been making a concerted effort to increase their social 
media presence, and had a grand total of 46,960 views 
on social media. Teaching youth the warning signs and 
encouraging empowerment early on in life can create 
lifelong healthy impacts!
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The Dragons Hoard 

 
 
 

Fiscal Year 2025 Revenue

Revenue and Expenses

“Whether it’s a holiday hotline call or midnight ride 
to safety, the folks at Project Safe are so dedicated to 
helping keep people safe...I’m a proud supporter of 
this organization that does so much for people in our 
community who have nowhere else to turn!”

-review on Great Nonprofits

Fiscal Year 2025 Expenses
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Gleaming Armor
Feature Page
Project Safe’s thrift store is the only one 
of our organization’s facilities with a sign 
and open doors to the public. In addition 
to being a revenue-generating business to 
support our mission, the thrift store serves 
as a clearinghouse for donated goods. 
Our clients shop for free, and each year 
we give away tens of thousands of items 
through vouchers to schools and other 
area nonprofits. 

In October 2025, our Athens store celebrated its 20th anniversary, while August 
saw the grand opening of our second thrift store in Danielsville. We have been 
intentionally increasing our presence and programming in Madison County, 
and the new store is an important component of that plan.
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The Center
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The Pearls Girls Llc
The Quick Family
The Wall Family
Thomas Kadri
Tiffany Mason
Timothy Roberts
Todd Campbell
Tom & Maureen Killeen
Toppers International Inc
Tradd Harter
Trent Gibson
Trinity Accounting Group
Tuckston United Methodist Church
Turner Family Foundation
Ulm Family Foundation
Union Christian Church
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Of Athens
United Way Of NE Georgia
Virginia Coleman
Walter M Furjanic
Wes & Jennifer Zwirn
Wes Markeles
Will Eskridge
William Fay
William M. Overend
Zolinda Stoneman
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THROUGH CRIMINAL JUSTICE                 	THROUGH CRIMINAL JUSTICE                 	
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State of Georgia Family ViolenceState of Georgia Family Violence



~And One for All~

Project Safe hosts several 
events throughout the year 
to increase awareness of our 
impact and raise funds for 
our mission while bringing 
together a wide cross section 
of the community.

Groovy Nights 
celebrates the era that 
formed the movement to 
end domestic violence

Dancing with the Athens Stars 
has fueled Project Safe’s growth, net-
ting $1.9 million dollars toward our 
mission. In 2025, we set a new record 
of $221,000 raised.

Project Safe had its first 
Acoustic Autumn this year, 
a new fundraising event 
hosted in Madison County.
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